Adaptation of the Alexander Discipline when treating

DIFFICULT AND UNUSUAL MALOCCLUSIONS
In every orthodontic practice, patients with unusual and difficult problems demand creative thinking.  Actually, there is No Such Thing as a ROUTINE CASE, because certain factors make every CASE unique.
These factors include:

· Growth Patterns

· Growth Response to  Treatment Forces

· Muscular Habits

· Patient Compliance

· Need for Interdisciplinary Teamwork

Combining basic Principles of orthodontics with Creative Thinking can address 

these problems with a different approach to treatment. This course will identify many of these problems and demonstrate special approaches to solving them.
Heading the list of difficult cases is impacted teeth.

Impacted cuspids need to have special exposure techniques, bracket placement and archwire design, as well as retention.  Impacted molars can also create a problem.
When congenitally missing teeth are presented, decisions must be made to “open” or “close” the space(s). Understanding the consequences of such decisions will be reviewed.

Unusual malocclusions, such as malformed or transposed teeth, telescopic bites and dental asymmetries will be addressed.

Unusual cases often require creative diagnosis and treatment plans.  Such plans can include unusual extraction patterns and/or tooth substitutions, especially when peg laterals are involved.
Various cases demonstrating dental asymmetry, telescopic bit and malformed teeth will show how proven mechanics can produce surprisingly high quality results using the “K.I.S.S.” Principle.
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